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Oriole Mine Site 

CERCLA Clean-Up Project 

--- 

Community Relations Plan 
 

OVERVIEW 

 

Cascade Earth Sciences (CES), under contract to the USDA Forest Service (Forest Service), has 

prepared an Engineering Evaluation / Cost Analysis (EECA) for completing a non-time-critical 

removal action related to metal contamination at the Oriole Mine (Site).  The Site is an 

abandoned lead and zinc mine located in the Colville National Forest, approximately 1.5 miles 

northeast of Metaline, Washington.  The EECA is being performed by the Forest Service under 

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 

(CERCLA) cleanup authorities [42 USC 9604(a) and 7 CFR 2.60(m)] and Federal Executive 

Order 12580.  The EECA has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of “National Oil 

and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan,” 40 CFR 300.415(b)(4)(i).  The purpose 

of the EECA is to evaluate and determine risks to human health and the environment, and to 

select an alternative to minimize or eliminate the risks associated with the release of a hazardous 

substance into the environment or impact on public health and welfare as outlined in 40 CFR 

300.415(b)(2)(i)-(viii). 

 

 

Site Description 

 

The Site is located in the Colville National Forest in Pend Oreille County, approximately 1.5 

miles northwest of Metaline, Washington.  According to the USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangle Map 

-Metaline Falls (USGS, 1992), the Site location is as follows: 

 

• Section 19, Township 39 North, Range 43 East of the Willamette Principal Meridian 

• Latitude – 48
o
 51’ 37” 

• Longitude – 117
o
 24’ 50” 

• Elevation – 2,760 to 3,000 feet above mean sea level (amsl) 

 

Access to the Site is from the Town of Metaline and State Highway 31 by following Boundary 

Road (County Road 2975) to Oriole Road (Forest Road 411), then following Oriole Road west 

on Linton Creek across the transmission line clearing to Forest Road 2740.  The remaining ¼-

mile access to the Site on Forest Road 2740 is extremely rough and requires a 4-wheel drive 

vehicle. Approximately two acres are disturbed and the Site is inactive. 

 

The Site is situated near the base of the southeast flank of Linton Mountain.  Linton Creek, a 

tributary of the Pend Oreille River, borders the Site on the southeast. Linton Creek originates 

approximately one mile uphill from the Site where it flows east and adjacent to the Site, and 

eventually discharges to the Pend Oreille River approximately 1.5 miles downstream from the 
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Site.  The Site is primarily within a Douglas-fir/trembling aspen forested community and 

immediately adjacent to a wetland/riparian community. 

 

Three main adits are associated with the Site.  The caved uppermost adit is likely the Discovery 

Adit.  There are two exploration trenches and two short unnamed adits on contour with the 

Discovery Adit.  The two main lower adits (referred to as Upper Adit and Lower Adit) were the 

primary production workings; the Lower Adit appears to be the primary haulage route. 

 

A three-foot diameter corrugated metal culvert was observed at the Discovery Adit and the 

Lower Adit; all three main adits are blocked with bat-friendly gates.  Several other trenches and 

a small unnamed adit are located on the south side of Linton Creek, which appear to be 

exploration workings.  Small waste rock piles are associated with these workings.  A dilapidated 

building, likely the former office or residence, is located 800 feet northeast of the Site on Forest 

Road 2740.  Waste rock pile 1 (WR1) is located adjacent to the Upper Adit and is 80 feet wide 

and 110 feet long, with an estimated volume of 4,400 bank cubic yards (bcy).  Waste rock pile 2 

(WR2) is located adjacent to the Lower Adit and is 150 feet wide and 100 feet long, with an 

estimated volume of 11,000 bcy.  On the north side of WR2 is a short overgrown access road, 

which appears to be the haul road to the dilapidated log ore bin.  Ore Pile 1 (OP1) consists of the 

log ore bin and waste rock and ore that were spilled during transport.  It measures 35 feet wide 

by 75 feet long, with an estimated volume of 800 bcy (100 bcy of which is located inside the log 

ore bin).  Located immediately northeast of OP1 is Ore Pile 2 (OP2), which is small and appears 

to be a mixture of ore and debris.  The estimated volume of OP2 is 30 bcy.  The total volume of 

waste rock and ore at the Site is estimated at 16,230 bcy. 

 

Water discharges from the Lower Adit, flows over WR2, and eventually infiltrates into soil near 

the access road.  During field investigations conducted by CES, there was no evidence of 

historical flow from the Upper Adit or any of the exploration workings.  An Unnamed Creek 

discharges into Linton Creek 0.5 mile above the confluence with the Pend Oreille River.  During 

field activities, portions of Linton Creek were not flowing while other portions appear to be 

perennial.  The Town of Metaline drinking water intake is located in the unnamed creek, 

immediately upstream of the confluence with Linton Creek. 

 

 

Site History 

 

Little information is available regarding the operational history of the Site.  However, Inventory 

of Washington Minerals (Huntting, 1956) and Metal Mines of Washington (Derkey et al., 1990) 

provide the following chronological listing of mine ownership: 

 

• 1907 – Oriole Mining & Milling Co. 

• 1911-1922 – Metaline Oriole Mining Co. 

• 1922-1924 – Metaline Minerals Co. 

• 1935 – Frank Schultz 

• 1942 – W.L. Schultz 

• 1953 – Arthur Betchart and E.O. Dressel, Jr. 
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The first recorded production of zinc in Washington was from the Site in 1911 (Huntting, 1956).  

There is recorded production for 1911, 1912, 1925, 1926, and 1953.  However, production for 

each year is not reported in the referenced reports, but rather totaled as “up to 2,000 tons up to 

1942 with assays on smelter returns on a carload of picked ore: 42.1 oz/ton silver; 21.9% zinc; 

15.3% lead, 1.12% copper” (Huntting, 1956).  Mr. Tony Belmonte, a local historian (Lentz, 

2005), indicated that in the early 1950s a small ball mill and flotation cell bank were used at the 

Site for one season and five truck loads of concentrates were shipped.  The tailings were 

reportedly deposited between the mill and Linton Creek. 

 

 

COMMUNITY BACKGROUND 

 

Community Profile 

 

The nearest town to the Site is Metaline, Washington, located approximately 1.5 miles to the 

southwest.  Metaline is located on the western shore of the Pend Oreille River, one of the few 

rivers in the United States that flows north.  The population of Metaline was recorded as 162 

during the 2000 Census with the main employment for residents of Metaline listed as 

Transportation, Warehousing and Utilities (29.6%); Educational, Health and Social Services 

(24.1%) and Agricultural, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting, and Mining (13%).  These percentages 

may have changed since the U.S. Department of Homeland Security established an office for 

Customs and Border Protection in Metaline and the Pend Oreille Mine (located approximately 

three miles north of Metaline) reopened. 

 

The Town of Metaline has been described as the “oldest white settlement” in Pend Oreille 

County and was named for the many metals found in the lower Pend Oreille River valley.  Early 

historic use of the area is documented in the written record through mining claim and homestead 

records.  Beginning in the 1850s, placer gold miners worked their way down the Pend Oreille 

River and its side streams.  A man referred to as “Uncle Johnny” Everett and his associates have 

been credited with a gold strike in 1859 which brought about the start of the community of 

Metaline.  The town of Metaline subsequently served as a placer gold camp in the late 1850s and 

early 1860s.  Several early placer mining properties have been documented in the area.  By the 

1880s, hard rock mining operations were on going in the hills above the river. 

 

The U.S. Geological Survey established a Spokane Field Office in 1942 to facilitate the Strategic 

Minerals Program during World War II.  Work conducted under this program established the 

existence of a major zinc-lead ore body at Metaline (USGS, 2000).  Lead and zinc deposits were 

subsequently mined during the war. 

 

Homesteading along this part of the Pend Oreille River began in the 1890s and continued 

through the 1920s.  Homesteading was accompanied by intensive logging activities, which 

ranged from the small family mills in the early years, to major lumber company operations that 

involved extensive flume, rail and mill systems.  By the mid-1920s, the accumulated build-up of 

slash on the forest floor from these operations resulted in a series of large and disastrous forest 

fires.  The consequence was an economic depression in the area that is still felt. 

 



5 

October 2008 

The Pend Oreille River is the most dominant feature in Pend Oreille County.  Land development 

along the river corridor has increased in recent years.  The communities of Metaline and 

Metaline Falls are the northern most population centers in Pend Oreille County.  The county has 

a total population of approximately 11,604 (1999 Census Bureau estimate). 

 

 

Chronology of Community Involvement and Project Awareness 

 

The Colville National Forest has maintained good working relationships with local County and 

City representatives.  In general these entities have found compatible and often complimentary 

positions when dealing with controversial issues. 

 

Prior to development of this Community Relations Plan there has been little contact with local 

governmental agencies concerning the Oriole Mine site.  This plan identifies actions to involve 

local officials and alert the general public, including specific user groups, of the potential 

hazardous conditions now known to exist at the site and planned clean-up actions. 

 

The Colville National Forest completed an Abbreviated Preliminary Assessment (APA) in June 

2004.  The APA was performed by the Forest Service in accordance with the EPA “Guidance for 

Performing Preliminary Assessments Under CERCLA”, EPA “Improving Site Assessment: 

Abbreviated Preliminary Assessments” of 1999, the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980, the Superfund Amendments and 

Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986, and the National Contingency Plan as outlined in 40 CFR 

Parts 300.410(c)(1)(i-v).  The purpose of the assessment was to determine whether or not there 

was a potential for a release of contaminants to the environment and/or to human health.  The 

purpose of an APA is to determine whether further site characterization is warranted.  

 

A copy of the report was posted to Colville National Forest website. 

 

The Forest Service retained CES to perform a Site Inspection (SI) at the Site.  The SI was 

performed in accordance to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) publication, 

Guidance for Performing Site Inspections under CERCLA (EPA, 1992).  The purpose of the SI is 

to determine the potential threat to human health and the environment from issues identified 

during the APA conducted by the Forest Service at the Site. The work was performed under an 

existing five-year Forest Service Contract (#10181-1-D007) and in accordance with the Task 

Order #53-05G1-3-0310. 

 

The primary objectives of the SI were to:  (1) assess the immediate or potential threat that 

(mining) wastes pose to human health and/or the environment, and (2) collect sufficient 

information to support a decision regarding the need for further action.  The information was 

collected in general accordance with CERCLA protocols and documentation requirements for 

assessments involving hazardous substances.  Specifically, as outlined in the EPA CERCLA 

guidance document (EPA, 1992), “the sampling locations are strategically planned to identify the 

substances present, determine whether hazardous substances are being released to the 

environment, and determine whether hazardous substances have impacted specific targets.”  The 

SI field activities included sampling and analysis of soil, waste rock, plant tissue, surface water, 
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and sediment samples from the Site and vicinity.  This SI was performed following the Field 

Operation Plan (FOP) developed by CES, and approved by the Forest Service. The FOP was 

developed based on the Preliminary Assessment and Site Investigation (PA/SI) of the Lower 

Pend Oreille River Mines and Mills completed by the EPA (EPA, 2002) and the Statement of 

Work (SOW) provided by the Forest Service in the request for proposals. 

 

 

Key Community Concerns  

 

Currently community concerns about possible contamination at the Oriole Mine site is nearly 

nonexistent.  Very few people are aware that a problem may exist.  Much of the general public 

does not recognize that historic mining sites may contribute to a potential public health hazard.  

The bulk of the mining activity occurred before most of the current population was born and 

there are no known reports of people having suffered adverse health conditions tied to this site. 

 

As the Community Relations Plan is implemented, the public will become informed of potential 

contamination at the site.  There may be individuals and organizations that will become more 

interested and involved as they learn of this situation.  As cleanup efforts are implemented at the 

site, additional concerns may surface due to the impact those actions may have on the 

environment. 

 

The popularity of abandoned mine sites for exploration is common in the area.  Many people 

enjoy exploring these sites and reflecting on the way the pioneers of this area lived.  Others have 

found opportunity to camp and picnic at some of these sites because they offer open, relatively 

flat areas away from crowded recreation facilities.  Some mine sites are very popular riding areas 

for Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) enthusiasts.  As clean-up activities occur the site may 

experience increased interest from curious local residents. 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PLAN 

 

The community relations program for Oriole Mine is intended to allow Forest users and adjacent 

communities to learn about and participate in the clean-up effort, without unduly alarming the 

community about present potential hazards.  To be effective, the community relations program 

must present the project in the light of “a real need to take action” for the benefit of the 

environment and Forest users, recognizing the impacts it might impose on certain recreational 

and historic values. 

 

The community relations program provides the following approaches: 

 

1. Enlist the support and participation of local officials in coordinating community 

relations activities.  Appropriate officials to involve in the community relations 

program include the Pend Oreille County Commissioners; Mayors and City 

Councils of Ione, Metaline, and Metaline Falls; and Northeast Tri-County Health 

District officials.  To enlist the support of these officials, an orientation meeting(s) 

will be requested by the Forest Service with the Pend Oreille county governments 
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and health district.  Regular updates of community reaction and progress with the 

project will follow. 

  

2. Contact Federal and State Elected Officials.  Send letters to provide information 

and offer to meet with representatives at both the Federal and State levels, as 

needed.  The letters need to reach these officials at the same time County and 

Local officials are notified.  This will be done prior to providing information to 

the general public. 

 

3. Contact Kalispel Tribe of Indians.  Send a letter to provide information and offer 

to meet with representatives, as needed.  This letter needs to reach the Tribe at the 

same time County and Local officials are notified.  This will also be done prior to 

providing information to the general public. 

 

4. Advise the general public of the project.  Media releases will present factual 

information about the conditions that exist at Oriole Mine and the timeframe in 

which cleanup actions will occur.  These releases will be designed to inform and 

not alarm local residents.  They will identify ways in which the public can provide 

input to the project. 

  

5. Contact Special Interest Organizations.  Send letters outlining the project to 

organized groups that have shown interest in Forest Service actions or requested 

they be informed of new projects or proposals.  Provide them with the opportunity 

to comment on the project or otherwise become engaged. 

 

6. Let the people “set the pace” for the community relations program.  After the 

initial announcement of this project to governmental officials and the public, the 

Forest Service will monitor the reaction and response to the project to determine 

the need for additional contact, either by the Forest Service or by other local 

officials.  The level of public interest will determine if public meetings are 

warranted.  The Forest Service will not be overly aggressive in trying to generate 

interest in this project, but will provide the public the opportunity to get involved 

and respond according to their level of interest. 

 

 

TECHNIQUES AND TIMING  

 

� Upon approval of the Community Relations Plan by the Forest Supervisor, prepared 

letters to local, State, Federal, and Tribal leaders (refer to Appendix A, pages 13-29).  

The District Ranger and the Forest Spokesperson to met with the County Commissioners 

at their regularly scheduled commission meeting on September 17, 2007 (refer to 

Appendix A, pages 30-35).  A follow-up communication was made with County 

Commissioner Ken Oliver who was not at the September 17 meeting (refer to Appendix 

A, page 36). 
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� After meeting with the County Commissioners, a letter was sent to Northeast Tri-County 

Health District on November 30, 2007 presenting them with a package of information 

detailing the project and test results (refer to Appendix A, page 37).  Northeast Tri-

County Health District was informed of the proposed timetable for the project and 

planned actions, and their involvement in the project was invited.  Follow-up 

confirmation of Northeast Tri-County Health District’s review of the project was made 

by telephone on February 6, 2008 (refer to Appendix A, page 38). 

 

� A news release and a Legal Notice were published in the Newport Miner on February 27, 

2008 alerting the public to the project (refer to Appendix A, pages 39 and 40).  A 

notification letter was mailed out to all Post Office boxholders in Metaline and Metaline 

Falls on February 29, 2008 (refer to Appendix A, pages 41). All of these messages were 

prepared and disseminated after consulting with the Northeast Tri-County Health District.  

Kim Di Rienz was identified as a contact point to consolidate responses from the public 

to ensure that no feedback is lost.  

 

� Information repositories were established and maintained at the Sullivan Lake Ranger 

District Office; the Forest Supervisor’s office in Colville; and the Metalines Public 

Library.  Fact sheets, technical summaries, site reports (including the Community 

Relations Plan), and other key documents for this CERCLA project were placed in the 

information repositories.  The complete Administrative Record File for the project is 

available on the Colville National Forest Internet site accessible to the public 

(http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/colville/) via computer.  

 

� Progress of the project has been monitored and officials have been provided with regular 

updates and progress reports.  The lines of communication have been kept open to all 

who desired to be informed of the project and specifically with County officials. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RESPONSE 

 

Additional information about this project can be obtained from the following Forest Service 

sources.  Public response to the project is attached as Appendix B of this document.   

 

o Kim DiRienz, Forest Minerals Administrator (Forest Spokesperson) 

Sullivan Lake Ranger District 

12641 Sullivan Lake Rd. 

Metaline Falls, WA  99153 

Phone 509-446-7540 

Email:  kdirienz@fs.fed.us 

 

o Rod Lentz, On-Scene Coordinator (Technical Contact) 

Okanogan/Wenatchee National Forests 

1240 South Second Ave. 

Okanogan, WA  98840 

Phone 509-826-3274 
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Email:  rlentz@fs.fed.us 

 

 

Information repositories for this project are open for public review at the addresses above or that 

information can be viewed On-Line at Internet address 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/colville/forest/projects/oriole-mine/oriole-mine. 
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ATTACHMENT 

 

LIST OF CONTACTS AND INTERESTED PARTIES 

 

 

A. Federal Elected Officials 

 

  Representative Cathy McMorris-Rogers   (509) 684-3481 

  555 South Main Street 

  Colville, WA  99114 

 

  Senator Patty Murray      (509) 624-9515 

  601 West Main Avenue 

  Suite 1213 

  Spokane, WA  99201 

 

  Senator Maria Cantwell     (509) 353-2507 

  U.S. Federal Courthouse 

  West 920 Riverside 

  Suite 697 

  Spokane, WA  99201 

 

 

B. State Elected Officials 

 

  Senator Bob Morton      (360) 786-7612 

  115D Irv Newhouse Building 

  PO Box 40407 

  Olympia, WA  98504-0407 

 

  Representative Bob Sump     (360) 786-7908 

  406 John L. O’Brien Building 

  PO Box 40600 

  Olympia, WA  98504-0600 

 

  Representative Joel Kretz     (509) 684-7355 

  555 South Main Street 

  Colville, WA  99114 
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C. Local Elected and Appointed Officials 

 

  Pend Oreille County Commissioners    (509) 447-4119 

  P.O. Box 5025 

Newport, WA 99156 

 

  Mayor Walt H. Beam      (509) 446-4641 

  PO Box 85 

  Metaline, WA  99152 

 

  Mayor David W. Meyers     (509) 446-2211 

  PO Box 277 

  Metaline Falls, WA  99153 

 

  Mayor Ed Stambaugh      (509) 442-3611 

  PO Box 498 

  Ione, WA  99139 

 

 

D. Forest Service Officials 

 

  Rick Brazell       (509) 684-7000 

  Forest Supervisor 

  Colville National Forest 

  765 South Main Street 

  Colville, WA  99114 

 

  Betty Mathews      (509) 447-7300 

  District Ranger 

  Newport and Sullivan Lake Ranger Districts 

  315 North Warren 

  Newport, WA  99156 

 

 

 

E. State and Local Agencies 

 

Northeast Tri-County Health District    (509) 684-1301 

240 East Dominion 

PO Box 270 

Colville, WA  99114 

 

  Washington Department of Ecology    (509) 329-3400 

  North 4601 Monroe 

  Spokane, WA 99205-1295 

 



12 

October 2008 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources  509-685-2701 

Loren Torgerson, Regional Manager 

PO Box 190 

Colville, WA 99114 

 

 

F. Community Organizations, Environmental Groups, and Citizens Groups* 

 

  Back Country Horsemen of Washington 

Ken Carmichael, President 

10804 West 7 Mile Road 

Spokane, WA 99224 

 

Metaline Falls Chamber of Commerce    509-446-4012 

Roy Layton, President 

PO Box 388 

Metaline Falls, WA 99153-0388 

 

 

 

G. Media Contacts 

 

  The Spokane Review      509-533-7171 

999 West Riverside 

Spokane, WA 99201 

Attention: James Hagengruber 

jamesh@spokesman.com 

 

 

The Newport Miner      509-447-2433 

PO Box 349 

Newport, WA 99156 

theminer@povn.com 

 

The Selkirk Sun 

selkirksunads@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

* Names and addresses of private citizens should not appear in the community relations plan that is released to the 

public.  These names should, however, be placed on a mailing list that is compiled for the project.  To protect the 

privacy of individuals, this mailing list is compiled for the sole use of the Forest Service. 
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This notification letter was mailed out on February 29, 2008 to all Post Office boxholders in 

Metaline and Metaline Falls. 
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